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A NEW FACILITY SUPPORTING PRODUCT QUALITY & DISTRIBUTION

Riley Construction partnered with Zilber Property Group to deliver a 300,000 SF build-to-suit cold storage facility 
for Saputo in Caledonia, Wisconsin. Developed to support large-scale cheese storage and distribution, the $33.8 
million industrial new construction project includes a 7,000 SF office buildout for administrative and operational 
staff. The facility was designed to provide the precise environmental control while supporting efficient logistics 
and long-term growth across Saputo’s Midwest operations.

THE CHALLENGE

Delivering a high-performance cold storage facility 
required careful coordination of specialized building 
systems and construction strategies. The project 
needed to meet strict food-grade standards while 
maintaining precise environmental conditions critical 
food storage. 
 
Key challenges included designing a virtually 
airtight building envelope, integrating specialized 
fire protection systems within a 36-foot clear-height 
warehouse, and coordinating a custom dock system 
with insulated metal panel (IMP) wall construction. 
Construction also required careful winter planning to 
maintain schedule momentum and complete enclosure 
and floor pours despite cold-weather conditions.

OUR APPROACH

Riley Construction partnered closely with Saputo 
to deliver a technically complex facility tailored to 
the company’s operational and distribution needs, 
including a high-performance building envelope with 
secondary roof vapor barriers to maintain consistent 
conditions for cheese storage. 
 
Specialized dry fire protection systems were 
integrated into the high-bay warehouse, and three 
rooftop penthouses were mounted directly to the 
structural steel frame. Strategic winter construction 
planning enabled enclosure and floor pours despite 
cold weather, while Portland cement soil stabilization 
addressed challenging site conditions and supported 
long-term performance. A key driver of the project’s 
success was speed, with the team moving from notice 
to proceed in March 2024 to full turnover in April 
2025. This allowed Saputo to quickly occupy and 
operationalize the space.

THE RESULTS

The completed Saputo cold storage and distribution facility strengthens the company’s Midwest logistics 
network by supporting efficient, high-throughput operations. Located within Caledonia Corporate Park near 
I-94 and in close proximity to Saputo’s Franklin operations, the facility enhances distribution capabilities and 
improves overall supply chain efficiency. 
 
Beyond supporting Saputo’s operations, the project contributes to regional economic growth and reinforces 
Wisconsin’s leadership in food manufacturing and distribution while standing as a testament to what can be 
achieved through strategic planning and accelerated delivery.

KEY OUTCOMES

•	 300,000 SF build-to-suit cold storage facility 
designed for storage and distribution

•	 $33.8M industrial new construction project 
supporting Saputo’s growing Midwest 
operations

•	

•	 Virtually airtight building envelope with 
advanced vapor barrier systems for precise 
environmental control

•	 Integrated dry fire protection system within a 
36-foot clear-height warehouse

•	 Custom dock system coordinated with 
insulated metal panel (IMP) wall construction
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